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Once Upon A Time 


A Christmas Meditation 
By THe REVEREND LeEopotp KRrRo.Lt, 
Superior of the Order of the Holy Cross 


nce upon a time there was nothing 

at all —except God. There were no 
| stars shining in the heavens; no sun 
i moon to light the day and night; no 
irth spinning its seemingly ceaseless way 
-ound the sun; no human beings to marvel 
ad wonder and question why they should 
2 or why there should be a universe. No 
yace for there was not even an atom by 
hich to measure an infinitesimal distance. 
lo time for there was nothing which took 
me to move from one place to another. 
lothing except God for Whom neither 
me nor space existed. God in His infinite- 
- perfect Triune life—in His simultaneous 
ad unending possession of perfect life. The 
ather, Son and Holy Spirit sharing one 
ith and in the other their perfect love for 
ich other; an existence of bliss, happiness 
id peace to which nothing could be added 
» make it more perfect, nor anything taken 
way to make it ever the less perfect. The 
ather begetting the Word, the perfect per- 


sonal expression of Himself; the Son in 
whom He was well pleased. The Father and 
the Son united in the ecstatic Kiss of the 
most high God, the Holy Spirit, proceeding 
from both in their mutual interchange of love. 

And once upon a time, when there was no 
time, this God, who needed not that there 
be anyone or anything outside His Triune 
life to express His wisdom, His power or His 
love—but simply willing to share His life 
said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. In the highest flights of our imagin- 
ings, we—who can only rearrange and move 
about the things given to us—cannot begin 
to comprehened what it is to bring into ex- 
istence that which previously did not exist. 
Nor can we devise any sufficient reason why 
a universe should have been created. The 
best we can say is that the only one who could 
create a universe must be one for whom the 
universe is unnecessary. 

With this creative and sustaining fiat, “Let 
there be light,’ began the eons long history 
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of the universe which we so imperfectly 
know. 

Again, after untold ages, once upon a time 
a queer two-legged animal, perhaps alone, 
or with another of his kind, like him and yet 
unlike him—one in whom he has found the 
fulfillment of himself and who he knows, to 
their mutual joy, has also found the fulfill- 
ment of herself in him,—sits huddled over 
a fire in a cave. An entirely new and terri- 
fying emotion stirs within him and will not 
be quieted. He has no word for it because 
he has never before experienced it. He wants 
to tell her, who is moving about in the dimly 
lit cave, but what to call it. Moreover a part 
of the fear is that he knows a barrier has 
arisen between them and now he is afraid 
and ashamed to share this new thing with her. 
He also senses that she too is afraid with a 
new fear which she is at one and the same 
time unwilling and yet anxious to share with 
him. What they had done we cannot now 
know. But we can be sure that in some man- 


ner a choice between two ways of acting h 
been presented to them. One of these wa 
they should have followed and the other th 
‘shouldn’t. They knew not of right a 
wrong, of good and evil—such had never I 
fore come into their experience. Buta cho: 
had been presented to them and they che 
that which they knew they should not ha 
At that moment the “mystery of iniquit 
came into their lives. No longer was the 
any peace within or between them ; the knoy 
edge that each knew of the other’s failt 
and shame and weakness caused _hatré 
darkening the understanding. No long 
could they enjoy and rest in a perfect inte 
change of trust and confidence. Now th 
were afraid that the knowledge one had 
the other would be used against one. Add 
to this was the awful realization of their utt 
impotence to go back in time in order 
make the right choice, and so undo what h 
been done. Also was there the growing re 
ization that in their own power they cot 
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nothing to remove the barrier between 
em nor to drive out the gnawing anguish 
fear and shame. They knew somehow that 
was impossible for one or the other to get 
t of themselves, as it were, in order to take 
is terrifying thing out of their lives. Such 
s their state that they would have in- 
itably gone down the abyss of despair and 
If destruction. We believe though that 
od, in His mercy, revealed to them that one 
ould be given one who alone could remedy 
e state of body and soul into which they 
d brought themselves and all who should 
me after them. 


Once upon a time then, we find another 
an and woman alone in a stable. They 
ere strangers in the village and no one had 
en found who was able to give them lodg- 
g for the night. An inn-keeper had told 
em that they might sleep on the straw in 
s stable. The time had come for the woman 
bear her first child. Centuries upon cent- 
ies have passed since we saw first man and 
oman alone in their cave. Men and women 
so multiplied that they now inhabited the 
hole earth. In the hearts of them all was 
e knowledge that they were not as they 
ould be; they were still possessed by the 
ame and fear of what they were. The spark 
hope had never been quenched—the hope 
at somehow at some time they would be 
ved from this which so disquieted them. 
ighty kings and kingdoms, wars of con- 
uest, migrations of entire nations, sacrifices 
numerable of animals and even fellow be- 
gs—none of these was able to bring about 
at which man was looking for—salvation 
om himself. To one peculiar nation strange 
essages had been given—messages that in 
e royal family of that people, the family of 
avid, would come a king who shall reign 
nd prosper and shall execute judgement and 
ustice in the earth: that his Name shall be 
The Lord our Righteousness :” that “there 
ometh a mighty Prophet, and he alone re- 
heweth Jerusalem.” 


_ This young woman, soon now to be a moth- 
r, was of the family of David. She knew 
herefore of the destiny of her family. To her 
also a message had been given—“ Behold thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb and shall bring 
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forth a son and shall call his name Jesus. He 
shall be great and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest; and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David, and 
he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 
She, the mother of a king, the Saviour—a 
poor country girl from Nazareth—but, “be- 
hold from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed; for He that is mighty hath 
magnified me and holy is his Name.” Her 
husband Joseph, a just man, when told of 
these things, trusted her, her purity, her 
honesty, and did not put her away from him 
as an adulteress. Now he waits quietly, 
lovingly, deeply conscious that the fullness 
of time has come, that the infant about to be 
born will bring peace and salvation to all 
mankind. 


A baby’s cry is heard in the stillness of 
the night—Mary and Joseph bend adoringly 
over the newborn one—their whole beings 
filled with peace and joy. In Him are they 
made one, in Him can they find each other 
without fear or shame: in Him heaven and 
earth are one again. 


“Today the Christ is born: today hath a 
Saviour appeared : today on earth Angels 
are singing, Archangels rejoicing: to- 
day the righteous exult and say, Glory 
to God in the highest, alleluia.” (Anti- 
phon on Magnificat Second Vespers of 
Christmas ) 
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The Incarnation 


By Epwarp BouveERIE PUSEY 


“Let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus, Who, being in the Form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God, but made Himself of no reputation, and 
took upon Him the form of a servant.” 
(Philippians 2 :5-7.) 

“He emptied Himself.” Such is the full 
force of the amazing word, for which we read 
“He made Himself of no reputation.” So 
much does God’s Holy Word often contain 
in one word, partaking not of our infirmity 
of language, but of His Infinity. “He emptied 
Himself.” He, the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
Father, God of God, Light of Light, Co-equal 
with the Father, Who hath neither beginning 
nor end, but is Himself, “the Beginning and 
the End, the First and the Last,” Uncreate, 
and the Creator, Infinite, Almighty, dwelling 
Ever-Blessed in the Infinite Love of the 
Father, worshipped by Cherubim and Ser- 
aphim, and all the Host of Heaven and the 
Heaven of Heavens, became what He was 
not, Flesh; and, since what He was, God, 
He could not cease to be, yet He was as 
though He were It not. What He had not 
been, He became; and that so as to seem not 
to be what He was. He became what He 
was not! Awful words to use; “God be- 
came,” as though the Unchangeable could 
change. Yet He says, ‘““The Word, who was 
God, became Flesh,” became, not by ceasing 
to be what He was, but by taking into Him- 
self. what He was not; by veiling Himself 
under the Flesh which He united for ever 
with Himself. “He emptied Himself.” He 
the Creator, passed by the Heavenly Host, 
delivered not them, by taking their nature, 
but came down to us, who were “lower than 
the Angels,” last in order of His rational 
creation, and became as one of us. All His 
Attributes He veiled and hid; His Infinity, 
to abide, like other unborn babes, within the 
Virgin’s womb; His Eternity, to receive 
birth in time, younger than His creatures; 
His Unchangeableness, to grow in stature, 
and (as it would seem) for His earthly Form 


to decay, and be worn by His sufferings 
His Wisdom, “for our sake and among us t 
be ignorant, as Man,” “of that which, a 
Lord, He knew;” His Self-sufficingnes: 
that He, who had all things, became a 
though He had nothing. He forewent nc 
things without Him only ; He forewent Him 
self. He, the Creator, not only made Hin 
self to need the creatures which He ha 
formed, and was without them—He we 
hungry, and thirsty, and wearied, but eve 
in the things which He wrought, He d 
pended not alone on the Godhead withi 
Him, but on the Father. His Works wet 
not His own works, but His Father’s. EF 
came to do not His own Will, but His F; 
ther’s, although He and the Father were On 
and He was that Will. “My meat is to do ti 
will of Him that sent Me, and to finish B 
work.” He prayed, and praying was hear 
though Himself was God. He was strengt 
ened, as Man, by the Angel whom, as Go 
He created. Yea, still more did He fore; 
His power, in that not only what He wrougl 
He wrought by the power of the Fathe 
but He was content to seem to effect nothin 
He appeared but to prepare His own wa 
His visible ministry was scarcely differe 
from that of His forerunner; He took up t 
words of His servant ‘Repent, for the Kin 
dom of Heaven is at hand:” He baptized r 
to Himself, whom He hid. He “came rn 
in His own Name.” He was content, wh 
on earth, not to “see the travail of His ov 
soul.” He gave not the Spirit. “I, if 1. 
lifted up, from the earth, shall draw all m 
unto Me.” “Greater works,” saith He to £ 
disciples,” than these shall he do that belie 
eth on Me, because I go to the Father.” F 
visible Presence was but a preparation : 
His invisible. His Presence was weak, a 
“despised, and rejected;” His absence v 
with power, He sowed, for His servants 
reap. He laid the foundation, even Himse 
but deep, hidden, invisible, whereon His s 
vants were to build. 


# Again, how must He have “emptied Him- 
pif” of His Majesty, who, when, “with one 
“Pugh word,” He could have destroved the 
/ godly, and “with the Breath of His Mouth” 
fave (as He shall hereafter) “slain the 
icked,” was Himself sold into their hands, 
Yr the price of a bondslave. He “hid not 
His face from shame and spitting,” before 
hom Angels veil their faces. Man dis- 
erned nothing to awe him from buffeting 
at Countenance before which the wicked 
all melt away; the Judge of Heaven and 
Parth stood before wicked judges, and they 
eheld neither His innocence nor their own 
uilt. They condemned Him because He 
owned that He was what He was, God. He 
‘emptied Himself’? of His Immortality, 
nd the Immortal died. He was hidden not 
mly from men, but from evil spirits, who see 
what lies below, in the heart, more than 
an; and thus the deceiver was strongly 
deceived, himself to destroy his won power, 
and set his captives free. The princes of 
his world (the rulers of darkness) discerned 
Him not, and so “crucified the Lord of glory.” 
“God,” it has been said, “was crucified and 
died in that Human Nature which, from Its 
Participation in the united Word, calleth 
also for the Name of God.” 


But what (if we may speak reverently of 
these mysteries), seems yet more amazing, 
}He was content to veil even that, in Himself, 
wherein, so to say, God is most God, the 
WGlory of the Divinity, His Holy Being, 
}whereby He hateth all iniquity. He, who is 
‘the Truth,” was contented to be called “that 
‘deceiver ;”’ they said of Him, “Nay, but He 
tdeceiveth the people.” He hid His Holiness, 
‘so that His apostate angel shrank not from 
approaching Him, to tempt Him. He came 
‘in the likeness of sinful flesh,” so that His 
fallen creature thought that He might be- 
come as himself. He veiled the very hu- 
}mility wherewith He humbled Himself to be 
obedient, so that Satan thought that He 
/might be tempted through pride. He was 
jcontent to be thought able to covet the 
-ereatures which He had made, and, like 
us, to prefer them to the Father; yea, and 
.the very lowest of the creatures, which even 
man can despise. They called Him “a glut- 
tonous man, and a wine-bibber.” ““We know,” 
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say they, “that this man is a sinner.” They 
reproached Him for disobedience to the 
Father, and breaking the law which He gave. 
So wholly was He made like unto us, in all 
things, sin only excepted, that man could 
not discern that He, the Holy God, was not 
(shocking to say) unholy man. 


It surpasses all thought, it amazes, it con- 
founds, to think of God becoming man; the 
Infinite enshrined within the finite, the Lord 
of all blended with His servant, the Creator 
with His creature! It is a depth of mystery 
unsearchable. We must shrink with awe 
when we pronounce it. Of old they fell down 
and worshipped, when, in our Creed, they 
uttered it—“‘God was made Man.” It was 
an unimaginable condescension for God to 
create. From Eternity, in Eternity (since it 
had no beginning,) He was Ever-blessed, 
Love loving Love in the Holy Spirit, who is 
the Bond of Love and Unity. He was, in 
Himself, All-perfect. He needed nothing, 
changed not. And yet , in that He created, 
He did a new thing, and formed those who 
needed Him, as though He needed them. He 
formed them to serve Him who needed them 
not, and He accepted their service. It was 
much, as Scripture saith, to “humble Him- 
self to behold the things which are in Heaven 
and earth.” But that He, who was Perfect 
in Himself, should take into Himself some- 
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thing without Him ; that He who is All in all, 
should add something to Himself; that He 
who is a Spirit, should take. into Himself 
that which was material ; in a word, that God 
(if we realize to ourselves what that word 
God is) should take into Himself what is not 
God; one must stand speechless with awe 
at so amazing a mystery. How must we be 
amazed and scarce believe for joy, to think 
that that which He so took was man, our- 
selves, our fallen, sinful, in Him Alone un- 
sinful, unsinning nature. 


It had been past belief, were it not more 
past belief that what He declares should 
not be true, that God should take the man- 
hood into God, had it been all perfection, 
had He even in it appeared in His Own 
Glory, as He now is, or as He shall be 
when He again appeareth. But Scripture 
veils even this truth, like Himself, in lowli- 
ness. It says, “the Word became Flesh’, that 
is God Man. It saith not even “became Man,” 
but “became Flesh.” It calls that which 
He took for us, our human nature, from 
that which in us is the lowest, our “flesh.” 
His Humility held back from nothing, not 
even our fallen flesh, which we had so de- 
filed, in Him Alone ‘‘without desire of sin.” 
He became Man, in all his infirmity, all 
the infirmities brought upon him by sin, 
only not sin itself. He so became man, that 
the tears which man hides for shame He wept, 
wept as one who suffered, and was, as it were, 
mastered by suffering, as though He could 
not but weep. There burst from His Body 
“sweat, as it were great drops of blood,” the 
sign of weakness, the very penalty of Adam’s 
sin. And at this time what became He? 
What even man pities, as helpless; what is 
the very type of helplessness ; every member 
powerless, moved at will, yet unable to move 
itself; helpless to utter even its own wants 
and helplessness. One had not dared so to 
speak of His Ineffable Humility, lest we, so 
little humble, should not be able with rever- 
ence so to think on His Humility, had they 
not of old, in more reverent days, so spoken. 
But now we would repeat it, and, with Sarah, 
laugh with wondering joy. “For us” men 
“a Child was born;”’ the Lord of Hosts was 
born a Child; the Everlasting God, who was 
before all times, was born in time. He be- 


came man, who created man. He who guides 
the stars in their courses, lay motionless. 
He who gives speech to men and Angels 
the- Word, in whom is all utterance and al 
knowledge, lay speechless, so that, in the 
language of prophecy, He could not yet “say 
My Father, My Mother.” He was born o' 
the mother whom He had created for Him- 
self; He was borne on the hands which He 
had formed; He, as Scripture says, receivec 
infantine nourishment at her breasts, whicl 
He filled; He, if in this too He were like 
other infants, gave witness, by His Tears 
that He was born to suffer for us, as we fo: 
ourselves. “So deeply had human pride sunk 
us,” says an ancient Bishop, “that nothing bu 
Divine Humility could raise us.” /. 


The Divine words speak of Him as a 
once Perfect God, and Perfect Man. He wa 
both wholly. Nothing was lacking to Hi 
perfection, as God; nothing of man’s in 
firmities, which flow from sin, though with 
out touch of sin, was lacking that He shoul 
be perfect Man. Our imperfect nature H 
took perfectly. He was in the “Form ¢@ 
God;” He took upon Himself ‘the form a 
a servant.” “In the Form of God,” that is 
in the very Essence of God; “in the form ¢ 
man,” that is, in the essence of man. Be 
fore, He was in that only, whereby God 1 
what He is, “the Form of God,” the fulnes 
of Divinity. ‘He emptied Himself,’ an 
took the fulness of human nature, all whic 
maketh i# what it is. He, the Only Begotter 
in all things Equal to the Father, Equal i 
Glory, Majesty, Eternity, took the form c 
a servant, became the Brother of those wh 
were under the yoke of servitude. To Hin 
who was Equal with God, it became, i 
prophecy, a title of honour, that He was tk 
servant of God; He, in whom the Fathe 
was ever well-pleased, as the Son, now be 
came the chosen “Servant,” in whom H: 
Soul delighted. 


And as was His Birth, such was His lif 
We, being poor, having the intrinsic povert 
of our sinful wretchedness, poor in His Hol 
Spirit, think it much if we have not all w 
long for; He “being rich,” in the love of tl 
Co-Equal Trinity, in the Bosom of the Fi 


er, emptied Himself of His Riches, and, 
r our sakes, “became poor.” We long to be 
d to have what we are not and have not; 
e forewent what He was and had. We 
ng to be first; He became last, even man; 
nd among men, “‘as he that serveth.” We, 
eserving contempt, wish to be esteemed, are 
patient of reproach; He, who alone hath 
lory, was content to be despised by His 
eature, man; yea, “to be a worm and no 
an, a very scorn of men, and an outcast of 
e people,”’ an outcast of the very outcasts ; 
the very abjects gathered themselves to- 
ether against Me.” “We,” says the same 
oly Bishop, “being men, wished to be God— 
be lost; He, being God, willed to be Man, 
find that which was lost.” 


And not only in Birth, in Life, in Death, 
ut now also in His Glory, He is content to 
hidden still. So did He veil His Majesty, 
hat because, as Man, He confessed, “My 
ather is greater than I,’ some whom He 
ame to redeem will not believe in Him; 
thers believe not in Him as He is. The 
rorld still knoweth Him not, even as then 
“St knew Him not.’ He still cometh to His 
wn, “and His own (His purchased ones) 
-eceive Him not.” He still endures “the 
blasphemy of the multitude,” is still neglected 
und trampled upon in His poor, despised 
nd profaned in His Sacraments, hated in 
is servants, and in His body, the Church; 
alas! that we must say it, scoffed at by the 
nfidel: and, worst of all, how often have 
they who own Him been ashamed to con- 
fess Him before men, ashamed of Him, their 
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Saviour and their God! He is still content 
to be unknown to the wise and prudent in 
their own conceits, to be despised in Lazarus, 
and, as at this time, to receive the hidden wor- 
ship of those whom the world knows nothing 
of, the poor, the desolate, the humble, the 
mourner, the broken-hearted, the stranger. 


And all this for us ungrateful! “This,” 
says an ancient father, “‘is the glory of Christ, 
that in His Body He took the state of ser- 
vitude, that He might give liberty to all; He 
bore our sins that He might take away the 
sin of the world; He was made a servant, 
sin, a curse, that thou mightest cease to be the 
servant of sin; that he might absolve thee 
from the curse of Divine sentence.” He 
became humble that He might cure our pride. 


My brethren, we must not, on this our day 
of rejoicing, content ourselves with even 
holy feelings and thankfulness; we must 
not even think that we joy in the Lord, 
unless we seek to become like the Lord. They 
only can joy in Him who are like Him; man, 
when humbled, in a Humble God. 


This is the special festival of humility, 
as of joy, a lowly joy, a joy of the lowly. 
Our Lord, from the manger, where, for 
our sakes, He deigned to lie, preacheth to 
us humility. This was the beginning and 
end of His teaching. He taught it in action 
now, by His Birth; He taught it in all His 
Life and Sufferings; He summed up His 
teaching in this, a little before those Suffer- 
ings, when He washed His disciples’ feet, 
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and said “know ye what I have done to you? 
If I, your Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet, ye ought to wash one another’s feet. 
I have given you an example that ye should 
do as I have done to you. If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them.” He not 
merely, as in the days of His flesh, setteth 
before us, His disciples, a little child, and 
bids us become like it, if we would, “enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; He has Him- 
self become that little Child. Year by year 
He sets Himself before us, a little Child, in 
great humility, and bids us become like Him, 
that when He appears again, in His glorious 
Majesty, we may again be made like Him. 
Year by year, through His Hely Nativity, 
He calieth us to behold Him, and crieth, by 
His very speechless Infancy, “Take My yoke 
upon you and learn of Me, for I am meek 
and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest un- 
to your souls.” “The Master,” says a holy 
Father, “the Son of God, the Wisdom of 
God, through whom all things were made, 
preacheth. He calleth the human race, and 
saith, “Learn of Me.’ What? ‘how I created 
heaven and earth? how all things were in Me 
before they were?’ No; but ‘I am meek and 
lowly of heart.’ The mysteries of His God- 
head are the contemplation of eternity for 
those who shall see God; now He would 
teach us what for us He became, the mystery 
of His Humility in His Incarnation. God 
Incarnate preaches humility to His creature. 


For this is the foundation of the whole 
building of Christian virtues; or rather, thus 
alone can we reach that Foundation, whereon 
alone we can build securely. The heathen 
had semblances or images of well nigh every 
virtue. He had many excellencies, here and 
there, which put Christians to shame. 
Wretchedly corrupt as life was upon the 
whole, still not individuals only, but even 
nations, had great single virtues. The hea- 
then had self-devotion, contentment, con- 
tempt of the world without him, and of the 
flesh; he had fortitude, endurance,  self- 
denial, abstemiousness, temperance, chastity, 
even a sort of reverence for God whom he 
knew not; but he had not humility. The 
first sin, the wish to be as God, pride, spoiled 
them all. Man, in his natural state, claims, 
as his own, what is God’s; and so he dis- 


pleases God, whom he robs of His Honour. 
And so the first beginning of Christian vir- 
tues is to lay aside pride. It is to own that 
we have nothing, that so we may receive all| 
and hold all of God; and when, as being in} 
Christ and partaking of His Riches, we begin! 
to have, still to own that, of our own, we hay 
nothing. It is the only hope of our sinful 
selves to be freed from what is our own, i a 
have what is not our own, but His. Ou 
own fruits were but sin; our inheritance; 
the wages of sin, death. What we have is 
His Gift ; what we hope for is still His Gift 1 
our price, His Blood; ourselves, His Pur 
chase; our life, His within us; our santifica 
tion, Himself; our works, His Grace, pre 
venting, working, finishing; our hope, His 
pardoning mercy, accepting what He gave: 
filling up what we lack, “forgiving all our 
iniquities, healing’? at length and forever 
“all our infirmities, redeeming our life from 
destruction, crowning” His Redeemed, ax 
His own Gift still, “with mercy and loving; 
kindness,” and filling our emptiness with Hi 
Endless Good. 


But not only in general or towards Hine 
have we need of humility. It enters in detai 
into each Christian grace, so that it has beer 
said “well nigh the whole substance of thi 
Christian discipline is humility.” Evert 
mountain of human pride must be broughl 
low to prepare the Lord’s way; and so sha: 
the lowly valley be exalted. Without hu 
mility, there can be no resignation, sinc 
humility alone knows its sufferings and sop 
rows to be less than it deserves; no peace 
for contention cometh of want of humility 
no kindness, for pride envieth; and this S: 
Paul assigns as the very reason why “lov 
envieth not,” that it “is not puffed up” tha 
it, is humble. How shall there, without i) 
be any Christian grace, since all are the fruit 
of God’s Holy Spirit, as He “resisteth tt 
proud and giveth grace unto the lowly; 
“He dwelleth in the humble and contrit 
heart.” If love be the summit of all virtu) 
humility is the foundation. He humble 
Himself because He loved us: we must 1 
humble in order to love Him; for to a 
only will He impart His Love. “The Puh 
lican would not so much as lift up his ey¢ 
to Heaven,” and God was more pleased 7 


& confession of sins in the sinner, than in 
® recounting of the virtues of the righteous. 
he Canaanitish woman was content with the 
Brtion of the dogs, and she had “the chil- 
jen’s bread.” The gate of life is low as well 
§narrow. Through the lowly portal of re- 
gntance, we are brought into the Church; 
td humble as little children must we again 
Hcome, if we would enter the everlasting 
Btes. 


Well indeed may the Christian be ashamed 
>t to be humble, for whom God became 
Inmble ; to be exalted where the Master was 
pased ; to be had in honour where He was 
Pspised ; to be rich where He was poor; to 
» waited upon where He “came not to be 
inistered unto but to minister.” Yea, 
t that it must be so, well may we, if we 
mve any humility, be ashamed to be waited 
, honoured, served, by those who are per- 
aps higher in God’s Favour and who will 
e day behold His Presence nearer than 
e, who now are first. Well will it be for us 
, while we accept such services, we be a- 
amed to receive them, as unworthy of them, 
d in that shame learn the humility, which 
ey who render them learn by being the last. 


We may not then contemplate a humble 
aviour without longing ourselves to be 
yumble. If on this Day, thou hast some 
joughts of thankfulness for the great hu- 
ility of thy Lord, follow it; so shalt thou 
erish them. Humbled thyself, thou shalt 
ove thy Humbled Saviour. Thoughts are 
vasted, unless turned into action. Seek in 
aily action to prefer others to thyself; give 
> others, when thou mayest, the first place, 
nd take the last; be glad when others are 
raised and thou passed over; others are 
stened to and thou disregarded ; forget thy 
ood deeds remember thy sins; consider 
vyhat is good in thy neighbour, what is evil 
a thyself! amid what disadvantages they 
re what they are, how fenced around and 
vith what supplies of grace we are but what 
re are. If thou must be outwardly hon- 
ured and served, inwardly abase thyself 
s unworthy; if praised, call quick to mind 
1e ill thou knowest of thyself and others 
now not of; be very jealous not to seek 
raise, not to say anything with a view to 
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obtain praise, or to be thought well of; be 
not over-anxious to clear thyself from blame ; 
all blame is deserved, if not at man’s hand, 
yet at God’s ; in undeserved blame see, (as has 
been said by a good Bishop of our Church, ) 
what but for God’s grace, thou wouldest 
even now be; in praise, what by God’s 
grace we should have been, but, through 
our sin, are not ; confess habitually to God the 
sins of thy youth, thy many shortcomings, 
thy daily infirmities; consider with thyself 
what God is, and what thou; He, how pure! 
thou, in thyself nothing; of thyself but sin; 
pray to see thy sins as God seeth them; so, 
striking “root downwards” in humility, 
shalt thou bear “fruit upwards” unto God; 
so, laying a deep foundation, shall thy house 
remain. The tree falls with any gust of wind 
when the root is near the surface; the house 
which has a shallow foundation is soon 
shaken. High and wide as the noblest trees 
spread, so deep and wide their roots are 
sunk below; the more majestic and nobler 
a pile of building, the deeper its foundation ; 
their height is but an earnest of their low- 
liness; you see their height, their lowliness 
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is hidden; the use of sinking thus deep is 
not plain to sight, yet were they not thus 
lowly, they could not be thus lofty. Dig 
deep then the foundation of humility, so only 
mayest thou hope to reach the height of 
charity; for by humility alone canst thou 
reach that Rock, which shall not be shaken, 
that is Christ. Founded by humility on that 
Rock, the storms of the world shall not shake 
thee, the torrent of evil custom shall not bear 
thee away, the empty winds of vanity shall 
not cast thee down. Founded deep on that 
Rock, thou mayest build day by day that 
tower whose top shall reach unto Heaven, 
to the very Presence of God, the sight of God, 
and shalt be able to finish it; for He shall 
raise thee thither, who for thy sake abased 
Himself to us. 


God is reached, not by lifting up ourselves, 
but by casting down ourselves; we cannot 
approach Him, but He cometh nigh to us, 
even to those who are cast down. Be humble 
with Him, who humbled Himself for thee, 
and He with Himself shall exalt thee. Be 
empty of thyself, and He with Himself shall 
fill thee. The sins which thou in humility 
rememberest, God, for Christ’s sake, will for- 
get; the good deeds which in humility thou 
forgettest, He for Christ’s sake will accept ; 
and when thou acknowledgest their worth- 
lessness, He will give them a worth which 
of themselves they could not have. He hath 
respect unto the lowly. Though we have 
nothing else in us worthy of His gracious re- 
gard, yet, if we be lowly, He will deign to 
look upon us. He will, herein at least, see 
in us the likeness of His Son; and while we 
humble ourselves to Hell, where we deserve 
to be, He will raise us up whither we deserve 
not, to Heaven. 


But let us beware lest we deceive our- 
selves. What would be humility in others, 
may be pride in us. We know not mostly, 
but are learning feebly, what deep humility 
we need. We have learnt nothing until we 
have learnt to be last of all, to take the lowest 
place, and believe that it is the fittest place for 
us; to compare ourselves with none, except 
to abase ourselves ; to see God in all besides, 
in ourselves our own hideousness and de- 


formity, and the scars of our manifold sins; 


to count ourselves unworthy to be last in that 
glorious company which shall see His Bliss-; 
ful Countenance for ever, and willing to be 
placed by Him not first, but last. Sad as itl 
is, this to most of us will be nearer the truth. 
For “many that are first shall be last, and 
the last first.” They whom the world des- 
pises, they whom, alas! too many of us, in 
the pride of our hearts, our station, our in-| 
tellect, once little accounted of, shall b 
among the nearest friends of the Bride- 
groom in the Heavenly Halls. The wea 
in intellect but strong in love, the ignoran 
of all knowledge except the knowledge of 
God, the poor in all things outward, but rich 
n “the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,” 
shall by their love be borne aloft, shall, fon 
their true poverty, receive the Kingdom o 
Heaven, as being like Him whose it is, and 
who for us became poor; they shall, for 
their true humility, be exalted, as having 
“the mind of Christ,’ “who emptied Him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, anc 
that the Death of the Cross; wherefore Goc 
hath highly exalted Him, and given Him < 
Name above every name.” For us, who ar 
in this day exalted, well will it be if, in thaz 
day, we be but least, lowest, last, where te 
be least and last is above all our deserts, az 
much as Heaven is above Hell. 


Cling, then, fast to humility, shrink fron# 
station, advancement, honour, praise, pros‘ 
perity, if thou mayest, and whatever els« 
may hinder it. If thou must have any o« 
these, humble thyself yet more in private 
Take we gladly shame, reproach, abasementi 
whatever may teach us what we are. And 
on this day seek we, as we may, the mind a 
little children, unlearn ourselves and our selil 
esteem; even in the outward joys whic} 
any may have, prefer one another, as estee 
ing others better than ourselves. Stud! 
in them the Mind of Christ Jesus, that : 
we cannot be like them in innocence, w 
may at least in lowliness, and for His sa 
who, as on this Day, deigned to become fc 
us a little Child, bearing in us some shadoy 
of His Humility, inwrought by Him, we m 
by Him be made partakers of the reality ¢ 
His Glory. To whom, with the Father ant 
the Holy Ghost, be all glory. 


CHAPTER IT. 


f The Wretchedness and Frailty of Man 

O wretched man that I am! when shall 
my crookedness be conformed to Thy up- 
rightness ? 

hou, O Lord, lovest solitude, but I a mul- 

titude: Thou lovest silence, I, clamour: 

Thou lovest truth, but I, vanity: Thou 

lovest purity, but I follow after impurity. 

at more, O Lord? Thou art good. I am 
bad: Thou art pious, I impious: Thou art 

holy, I wretched: Thou art righteous, I 

unrighteous: Thou art light, I am blind: 

Thou art life, I am dead: Thou art healing, 

I am sick: Thou art joy, I am sorrow: 

Thou art perfect truth, and I, like every 

man living, am altogether vanity. 

las! What then, O Creator, can I say? 

Hear, O Creator, I Thy creature, am about 

to perish: I am Thy creature, yet I die: I 

am Thy handiwork, yet now I am reduced 

to nothing. 

hy hands, O Lord, have made me and 

fashioned me in Thine image: those very 

hands, I say, which were pierced by nails 
for me. 

Despise not then, the work of Thine own 

hands, O Lord: look I pray Thee, at the 

wounds in Thy hands. 

Behold, O Lord, Thou hast graven me in 

the palms of Thy hands: read that writ- 

ing, and save me. 

ehold, I, Thy creature, long for Thee: 

Thou art my Creator, recreate me. 

Behold, I, Thy handiwork, cry to Thee, Thou 

art life, quicken me. 

Behold, I, Thine image, look towards Thee. 
Thou, O Sculptor, restore me. 

Spare me, O Lord, for I have but a few days 

| I can call my own. 

2. What is man, that he can converse with 
God his Maker? 

Spare me, who speak to Thee: pardon Thy 
servant, who presumes to talk so much to 
the Lord: necessity has no law. 

Sorrow compels me to speak, the calamities 
which I suffer force me to cry out. 

I am diseased: I call upon the Physician. 
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I am blind: I grope towards the Light. 
I am dead: I breathe out my longing for 
life to Thee, O Life. 

Thou art the Physician. Thou art Light. 
Thou art life. : 
Jesus of Nazareth, have mercy upon me. 
Thou Son of David have mercy upon me. 
Thou Fountain of mercy hear the call of 
the sick man. O Thou Light, who passest 
by, wait upon the blind man, stretch out 
Thy hand to him, that he may come to 

Thee , and in Thy light may see light. 

O quickening Life, call back the dead. 

What am I, who speak to Thee? Woe is 
me, O Lord, spare me, O Lord, unhappy 
man that I am. 

Man that is born of woman hath but a short 
time to live, and is full of misery. 

Man, I say, was made subject to vanity, 

and is to be compared unto the beast that 
perish, for he was made like unto them. 

3. And again, what am 1? Profound dark- 
ness, worthless clay, the son of wrath, 
a vessel for dishonour, born in sin, living 
in misery, about to die in anguish. 

Ah. wretched man that I am, what shall I 
become? <A vessel of corruption, full of 
uncleanness and dread, blind, poor, naked, 
subject to many necessities, ignorant of my 
beginning and of my end, a wretched mor- 
tal, whose days are gone like a shadow; 
like the shadow of the moon man passes a- 
way, as the flower of a tree grows, and 
then suddenly perishes: first it blossoms, 
and then it immediately fades away. 

My life, I say, is frail and fleeting, a vain life, 
a life which, the more it waxes the sooner 
it wanes: the more it goes forward the 
nearer it approaches to death; a life beset 
by error and gloom and snares of death. 

Now I rejoice, then immediately am sad: 
At one time I flourish, at another time I 
waste away. 

Sometimes I seem to be happy, sometimes 
I am sad: Sometimes I laugh, and then 
again, I weep. 

So all things are subject to change, and 
nothing ever remains for one hour the 
same. 
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Now fear and trembling, now hunger and 
thirst, now, heat and cold, then sorrow 
prevails, and is followed closely by this 
importunate death, which daily, in a thou- 
sand ways, unexpectedly seizes upon un- 
fortunate men. 


This one it kills by fevers: that one it over- 
whelms by sorrows. This one it consumes 
by hunger, that one is cut off by thirst. 
One man is drowned by water, another 
is strangled with a rope. This one the 
flame consumes: that one is devoured by 
the teeth of wild beasts. This one is slain 
by the sword; that one poison destroys. 
And sudden fright compels yet another 
to put an end to his wretched life. 


And there is this above all these great miser- 
ies, that although nothing is more inevit- 
able than death, yet man is nevertheless 
ignorant of his own end. 


St. Joun Evance.ist 
Dec. 27th 


By Berto di Giovanni 
1497—1525 


And when he thinks he is safe, he is anni- 
hilated, and his hope is gone. 

Man does not know when, or where, or in 

~ what manner he will die, but yet it is cer+ 
tain that die he will. 

4. Behold, O Lord, although I suffer al 
the miseries of man, yet I am not afraid 
How great calamities do I endure, yet d 
I not grieve, nor cry to Thee. 

I will cry to Thee O Lord, before I pass a4 
way. Yet perchance I shall not pass away) 
but shall remain in Thee. 

Let me tell Thee, then, my wretchedness| 
let me confess and not try to conceal my 
vileness from Thee. : 

Help me, O my Strength, by whom I ant 
sustained: succour me, O Mighty One. 

by whom I am supported: Come, O Light 

by whom I see: Appear O Glory in whick 

I rejoice: Appear, O Life, in whom I live 

O Lord my God. 
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CHAPTER III 

Of the wonderful light of God 

O Light which Tobias saw, when, his 
eyes being closed, he taught his son the way 
of life. 

interior Light, which Isaac saw, when, 
his bodily sight being darkened, he fore- 
told the future to his son. 
invisible Light, to whom the deepest abyss 
of the human heart is visible: O Light 
which Jacob saw, when, taught by Thee 
interiorly, he predicted to his sons things 
that should come to pass. 
ehold, darkness lies upon the face of the 
deep of my mind, Thou art Light. 
ehold, a dense mist is above the waters 
of my heart. Thou art Truth. 

O Word, by whom all things were made, 
and without whom was not anything made 
that hath been made; O Word, who art 
from the beginning, and before whom 
nothing was; O Word, ruling all things, 
without whose will nothing exists; 

Of the wonderful light of God 
Word, who in the beginning didst say, 
‘Let there be light,’ and there was light, 
say likewise to me, ‘Let there be light’ 
that there may be light, that I may see 
light and spurn what is not light. 

‘or apart from Thee all light is darkness, 
and darkness takes the place of light. 
(herefore, without Thy light there is no 
truth, only error and vanity: there is no 
order, only confusion: there is no know]l- 
edge, only ignorance: there is no vision, 
only blindness: there is no way, there is 
no beaten track: there is no life, only 

death. 


CHAPTER IV 


Of the mortality of human nature 
|. Behold, O Lord, where there is no light 
there is death. Nay, rather, there is not 
even death, for death is nothing. 


For even though we tend toward nothingness 
through death, yet if we sin not, we need 
not be afraid. 

And this assuredly is just, O Lord: for we 
receive the due reward of our deeds when 

we tend towards nothingness, even like 
water that runneth away. 

Because without Thee nothing is made: and 


we, in doing nothing, are become nothing, 
because without Thee we are nothing, for 
by Thee all things were made, and without 
Thee was not anything made that has been 
made. 


O Lord the Word, O God the Word, by 
whom all things were made, without whom 
was not anything made! Woe is me, blind- 
ed by my wretchedness. Behold, Thou art 
Light—and I am in want of Thee! 

Woe is me, wounded, wretched! Thou art 
my health and I need Thee. 

Woe is me, completely fooled in my wretch- 
edness! For Thou art Truth, and I am 
without Thee. 

Woe is me, gone astray in my misery! Thou 
art the Way, and I have lost Thee. 

Woe is me, miserable, my life extinct! Thou 
art Life, and I possess Thee not. 


Woe is me, for I am entirely annihilated 
in my misery! For Thou art the Word, 
by whom all things were made, and I am 
without Thee, without whom was not any- 
thing made. 

2. O Lord the Word! O God the Word! 
Who art Light, by whom light was made, 
who art the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
in whom is no darkness, error, vanity, 
or death. 

O Light, without whom all is darkness! 
O Way, without whom all is error! O 
Truth, without whom all is vanity! O 
Life, without whom is death! Speak the 
word, O Lord say, ‘Let there be light’ 
that I may see light and shun darkness, 
that I may see the way, and avoid the 
trackless desert, that I may see truth and 
flee from vain deceits, that I may see life, 
and escape death. 

Illuminate me, O Lord my Light! Thou 


art my Light and my Salvation; whom 
then shall I fear? 


O my God, I will praise Thee. My God, I 
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will honour Thee. My Father, I will love 
Thee. My Spouse, I will give myself up 
to Thee. 

Enlighten, I pray Thee, enlighten this Thy 
blind servant, who sits in darkness and the 
shadow of death, and guide his feet into 
the way of peace. 

And in this peace | shall go up to the place 


Lamentations-1954 


By VirGINIA PELLETT 


\/ e hear the word “security” every- 
where we turn these days. In HU- 
SANS SOC TEE Vat Nove LETEGS 

AND “POLITICS? | Bertrand 4 Russell 

writes, “Nothing has so beneficent an effect 

on human beings as security.’ Many work- 
ers in the fields of mental health, social 
service and correction, as well as journal- 
ists, philosophers and politicians, talk about 


“security” or “insecurity,” about “adjust- 
ment” or “maladjustment,” and “reality” or 
“confusion.” They describe the “normal, 


healthy” person or state of affairs as the 
product of circumstances marked by secur- 
ity. Conversely, they attribute personality 
problems, or mental problems if you like, 
to a background of insecurity. They plunge 
with sincere humanitarian fervor, special- 
ized training and continuing research into 
programs of reform and progress. And they 
are right—as far as they go. The only trouble 
is that all these steps in the right direction 
are only palliatives, only scratching the 
surface of the personal and community prob- 
lems of today. This is necessarily so when 
such good works are attempted outside the 
Body of our Lord without His healing of 
our souls. 


At a recent international congress on 
mental health held at Toronto, one of its 
leaders declared that the main character- 
istic of mental illness is “an inability to bear 
experience,’ and he went on to say, ‘“‘Secur- 
ity is not to be found, in any aspect of life 
by eliminating challenge, but only in an inner 
assurance which no challenge can disturb. 

. Psychiatry is concerned with avoiding 
human stresses, religion with bearing them.” 


of Thy wonderful dwelling, even to the 
house of God, in the voice of praise and| 
_ thanksgiving. 
For this true confession is the way by which 
IT come to Thee, O Life; by this I + 
escape from the trackless waste, and) 
return to Thee the Way, for Thou art 
the true Way of Life. 


These statements are important because 
they are part of a growing trend in modern 
rehabilitative thought to recognize that the 
emotional problems of people are spiritual 
problems, and that spiritual enlightenment 
and spiritual discipline with the power o 
love (and grace) are finally and absolutel:: 


necessary to protect and/or restore the minc 


Another thing to be borne in mind is thas 
a therapist may help a confused person t 
realize the origins of his feelings of guilt— 
his sins, obvious and secret, conscious an 
subconscious— but unless he is also a priesy 
he does not have power to remit sins. Thi 
patient may wind up worse off with thi 
anxious burden of a greater awareness < 
this guilt unless he seeks forgiveness in thi 
sacrament of Holy Penance—and forgive: 
those towards whom he is hostile. Thi 
biggest problem of a person gnawed by sick: 
ening feelings of guilt, once i has gone t! 
Gonfecsiont "s usually scrupulosity and jus 
plain unbelief. He hears himself confee’ 
“these and all my other sins which I canna 
now remember,” and he hears the priest‘ 
assurance of God’s forgiveness, but it take 
a long time before even this sinks in. When | 
does, rehabilitation begins to take place. 


Confession, first of all an act of devotic 
and a sacrament, is also therapy, and ot 
Lord never belittled this. Forgiveness ¢ 
sins—our own and our own sinful reactiot 
to the sins of others—is far more sound the’ 
apeutically than just saying forget it, it 
over, without making peace with God ar 
the Church. It is far more sound therapeuti 
ally, as well as more honest and more plea) 
ing to God, than just brushing them off ; 


U 


ot sins at all, since they fall into an average 
havior pattern. These last two approaches 
n have no lasting effect on a person who 
as grown up among Commandments—as 
ve all have, even if isolated on some desert 
art of God’s creation since the day the world 
veleomed us with a whack on the posterior. 
Current statistics show that one out of 
very twenty people in the United States will 
nd a part of his life in a mental hospital, 
nd the percentage has been steadily mount- 
ng. Not only are our mental hospitals 
vercrowded, but the populations of our cor- 
ectional institutions are also steadily in- 
‘reasing. Why, and what hope is there? 

Each generation has seemed to its parent 
seneration like no other in history for its 
onfusion and failure ; however, every period 
;0 far has shown the symptoms of an inability 
0 bear reality. The post World War I 
generation was called the “lost generation” ; 
che twenties and thirties produced an Ameri- 
tan literature of “romantic realism’; and 
chis generation seems to have been tagged as 
che “‘crazy-mixed-up-kids.”’ Recognizing that 
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our symptoms and our problems are not ex- 
clusive, nevertheless, I should like to con- 
centrate my thoughts here on my own gener- 
ation, that group born shortly before, during 
or after the Depression of 1929. 

There have been famines, plagues, wars 
and spiritual confusions all through the times 
of man. Heaven and earth both know this, 
and Heaven knows why. We have no mon- 
opoly on suffering, and yet the symptomatic 
statistics do confirm the current and quite 
universal feeling that this is an age of spiritual 
and moral crisis. In his book quoted above, 
Mr. Russell also says, “I do not think that 
the sum of human misery has ever in the 
past been as great as during the last twenty- 
five years.” And, of course, he is excused 
from the risk in the attempt of any member 
of this generation to understand our pre- 
dicament being interpreted as self-pity or 
pride because we cannot help but recognize 
the crisis-nature of the situation in ourselves 
and around us. But it need not be so sub- 
jective as it seems at first, for we are not 
just begging for a pat on the back and a 
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chance to have a good cry. We do want 
the compassion which comes from positive 
love and comprehension—which, with grace, 
can only lead to change. 


Our generation does have a frightening 
record of mental breakdowns, of criminal 
deviations, not to mention the undiscovered 
ones which may pile up the record. Trying not 
to make excuses for us, but remembering 
the magnificent sympathy of our Lord when 
He prayed on the cross, “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do,” 
there are answers we need to find. What 
are the insecurities we have been unable to 
bear? What are the adjustments we have 
failed to make? What is the security we have 
sought? Where is there security for us, 
and how much security can we expect? 


We can trace much of our confusion to 
the history of our time, for we are children 
of the depression, war and inflation. The 
family has lost a great deal of ground as the 
basic unit of society in these twenty-five 
years. This is always a sign of turning a- 
way from God Himself—and it leaves ter- 
rible consequences for the children left to take 
love where they can find it. And we can 
trace our confusion to the fact that we are 
children of Eve. 


Insecurity and shame have helped to make 
us a generation of crazy-mixed-up-kids. We 
have sought safety in lust, money and idle- 
ness. We have sought attention as a sub- 
stitute for love in our exhibitionism. We 
have even sought sympathy as a substitute 
for love in our excuses. Some of us have 
committed overt crimes against God and 
society in our frustration and our hostility. 
Many of us have found no freedom yet from 
our shame. Some of us have cracked up al- 
ready; some of us are ready to crack up. 


Some of us, through memory and seem- 
ing accident, or through a new experience 
of Him, have lately said, “Lord, I am not 
worthy that Thou shouldest come under . 
roof, but speak the word only, and my sou 
shall be healed.” This last group, findin 
our way back to God, have begun to Fie 
out what security is, what security we can 
expect, and how to accept or “adjust” to - 
difficulties of circumstances as we are learn 
ing to love the Will of God. 


It would be tempting to merely say, “But 
this is not true of all of you. There are alse 
plenty of fine young people today who did no‘ 
go through this confusion, in spite of yout 
common experience and the difficulties tha: 
are a part of every human life.” This is so 
and all I can say is, let us thank God fox 
them, and let us pray for the rest and helf/ 
where we can. 


In the eternity of God, there is a preconseiz 
ous experience of God in each of us. God ha: 
come to each of us from the time-far momers: 
of His creation of us in His image, thoug!: 
He may wait very long in our time for ous 
response. At the same time, our spiritual 
and moral experiences are the outgrowt | 
of our physical experiences. In the huma 
frailty of our faith, we needed the very saa 
rament of God’s incarnation and His saa 
rifice. God satisfied this, and He sustains 
every generation by giving Himself, H# 
Church and His Sacraments. We grow fron 
our experience of human love to God’s love, 
and His love sanctifies human love. Wé‘ 
grow from the security of human arms t:! 
the security of the everlasting arms. Wé 
growing from being a part of the work 
around us to eternal union with God. W* 
grow from bread and wine to Body anv 
Blood. | 


When our physical security, particular 
in our formative years, is frustrated, hov 
ever, we are afraid and full of doubts. Wf 
cannot accept the truth even when it star¢ 
us in the face, except with great difficult 
We waste ourselves and opportunities, ar 
we kick back at the whole world, and 
even try to kick back at God for not makit 
life a bed of roses for us. We feel empt} 
We have asthmatic souls—wheezing ar: 


we cannot release our breath, we 
mot communicate. And so, our gener- 
on with a quarter of a century of human 
erience, finds itself a spiritual infant, just 


Our insecurity is basically a fear of losing 
eone, something or even our lives. Se- 
is faith, it is peace, it is a sure knowl- 
ge of the essential lastingness, the un- 
geability of someone or something. Our 
brd never promised us human security, 
gh He may give it to us. He asked us 
rise with Him above material security. 
e asked His disciples to leave everything 
ind—families, friends, possessions—and 
low Him with no thought for the morrow 
earth. We can do this as they did. And 
2 can appreciate the things of this earth 
d the people in our lives, and yet not de- 
nd on them, not be unable to part with 
em. Wecan depend on the real thing—the 
rity of God and never part with Him 
r substitutes. 


He told us to grow right up to His re- 
rrection, His ascension, right up to the 
ernity of the Holy Trinity. It is when 
ie are afraid of losing our Lord, when we 
tentify Him only with the earth at moments, 
nat we become panicky and grab for the 
bstitutes we can see or feel. When we do 
ot recognize our Lord or His Will, we 
xperience the same insecurity, the same 
ysteria which possessed Mary Magdalene 
tho had to hear her Master’s voice to be- 
eve in the Resurrection, wanting to touch 
Jim, to hang on to Him as she knew Him. 
e had told her and the disciples, “Lo, I 
m with you always,” and He patiently told 
er to grow up into the security of His 
ternity. 


God does not give us a play-by-play 
lescription of His Will for us on earth. But 
ve do know, whatever His Will, He does 
not leave us alone. The security He gives 
4s is His own being the same—from the 
ginning, now and ever—and His wish to 
save us share in it. He gives us, too, His Fa- 
herhood and love which is always the same 
rom one minute to the next; no matter what 
ve are or do, He loves just the same and 


Tue Hoty Cross MAGAZINE 371 


“Ann THe Worp Was Mane FLesH 


” 


Anp DweL_t Amonc Us... 


takes us back again and again. He gives 
us the security of His forgiveness whenever 
we sincerely ask for it. He gives us the love 
of a divine family and membership in it. 


He gives us His Son. He gives us His 
strength, and He never gives us more than 
we can bear in that strength. The crack- 
ups, the suicides, the loaves stolen in desper- 
ation—these are not because God has per- 
mitted more than we could bear, but be- 
cause we have thought we could not bear 
ourselves and our circumstances. 


We are told as were the Israelites, “Thy 
shoes shall be of iron and brass, but as are 
thy days, so shall thy strength be .” This 
is reality, and this is security! 


Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

Amen. 
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Five-Minute Sermon 


By James O. S. Huntineton, O. H. C. 


God hath visited His people. St Luke 


TFA0. 


But after that the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour toward man appeared. 
Titus 3:4. 


Another Advent heralds another Christ- 
mas, a twelfth4month since the last. So the 
years increase. And to many people it must 
seem as though the gulf that separates us 
from the first Christmas Day were gaping 
wider and wider. More people in this 
country will keep the coming Christmas than 
ever before, and probably a larger proportion 
of them than ever before will have no notion 
what Christmas means. Tens of thousands 
of children will get Christmas presents who 
have no idea why they should get them at 
Christmas rather than at any other season, 
and who could no more tell the Christmas 
story than they could explain the origin of 
April Fool’s Day. Christmas decorations 
will be flaunted in places where a cross would 
be torn down, and orthodox Hebrews who 
hate the Christian name will set up a Christ- 
mas tree for their children. 


All this lays upon us a very grave respon- 
sibility. We are called to redeem Christmas, 
to save it from relapse into a festival as little 
Christian as the Roman saturnalia. Let us 
consider what we ought to make of the Feast 
of the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 


We with all Christians, should put first 
things first, and regard Christmas as one of 
the three great Christian Feasts, along with 
Easter and Pentecost. We should regard it 
not as a mere occasion for feasting and fun, 
but as a time for spiritual refreshment and 
holy joy. The very name of the Feast sets 
before us the centre of its observance, Christ- 
mas is Christ’s Mass, the Mass of Christ as 
He is born into the world. It witnesses to 
the Eternal Word made Flesh, coming to be 
the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One, 
our Prophet, Priest and King. The only 
really Christian way to keep Christmas is 


to receive our new-born Saviour in ou 
Christmas Communion, that we may hay 
the mystery of the day re-enacted in ou 
selves. Only as with cleansed hearts we ay 
proach the altar on Christmas morning, c 
in the Christmas season, can we pray, wit 
real sincerity. 


“O Holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us we pray, 
Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born in us to-day” 

Christ is not born in us because we sin 
Christmas carols and feel a sentimental glo 
of good will or sit down to a Christmas dit 
ner, or even have a Christmas tree for tl 
little ones, but because we receive Him, tl 
God-Man, into our hearts by feasting upc 
His Body and Blood in the Sacrament 
His Love. Christmas without a Christm: 
Communion, for those who can make the 
Communion, (save for those who are ¢ 
their way to be confirmed), is little bett 
than a mockery anda sham. It is like a grow 
of hungry people sitting round a table « 


which are placed only pasteboard imitatio 
of food. 


This is not to depreciate acts of kindne 
and generosity at Christmas time,—such ac 
must always bring some real reward,—b 
to point out that these deeds of love do n 
make the twenty-fifth of December Chri: 
mas, and ought to be the fruits of the life 
Christ within us, not take the place of t 
coming of that Life. The pitiable thing 
that such acts of unselfish benefaction shou 
be reserved for one season of the year, i 
stead of characterizing each and every sé 
son. During the Great War, in certd 
sectors, truce was declared at Christmas aj 
men from opposing armies had a game 
ball, and treated each other to candy a 
cigarettes. A sad and ghastly commenta 
on it was that, in some instances, the office 
had to interfere, and hurry the men back 
their regiments lest the fraternization shot 
make them less prompt to shoot and st 
each other the next day. 


, further, the whole spirit of Christ- 
needs to be redeemed. It is only too 
, that, more and more, as the spiritual 
ce of Christmas fades out, the de- 
that dominates the minds of people 
not only of children,—is “What shall 
?’ We have not yet introduced the 
found in some parts of Europe where 
irl who goes out to service stipulates that, 

dition to her wages, she shall receive a 
i S present of a specified value. But 
acquistive temper does not tend to de- 
, and it invades even our Christmas 
ivities. 


wo things are worthy of consideration 
e. One is that “a man’s life consisteth 
in the things that he possesses.”” Every 
e lover knows that, what he gives to the 
oved enriches the giver more than what 
beloved one receives. 


“Measure thy life by loss 
and not by gain, 
Not by the drunk but 
by the wine poured forth, 
For love’s strength standeth 
in love’s sacrifice, 
And he that suffers most 
hath most to give.” 


As I saw once on the wall of the porch of 
English parish church— 


“What I spent I had, 
What I kept I lost, 
What I gave I have.” 


‘The other thing is that there is a world of 
fference between the acquisition of ma- 
cial and of spiritual goods. The more I 
ve of outward things, the less is left for 
hers. On the contrary, the more I have 
“spiritual goods, of courage, of patience, 
‘purity, of love, the more there is of in- 
sible wealth for others to enjoy. The 
ther they are through me. All men gain 
ough the goodness of each. At Christmas 
» welcome “the unspeakable Giit’” of the 
hex to us, in the Incarnation and Birth 
His well-beloved Son. But to receive 
sus in our Christmas Communion is to be 
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indwelt by Him who has redeemed mankind 
and is seeking to draw all men to Himself. 
The more He dwells in us, and acts in us 
by His Spirit, the less can we keep anything 
for our own gratification. It is that which 
has started the impulse of all Christmas 
giving. Will the stream continue to flow 
when cut off from its source ? 


Lastly, if we are to keep Christmas as it 
should be kept, we must rejoice in it as the 
commemoration of the greatest event in the 
history of the world, as the greatest event 
that could ever take place in time. We must 
rejoice in it as the setting forth the Incar- 
nation and Birth of God. What more stu- 
pendous can we imagine ;—that God should 
become an Infant in a manger? It would 
be inconceivable were it not true. This is 
what set the angels singing, “Glory to God 
in the highest; peace to men of good-will.” 
That song still resounds at every Christmas. 
Let us join in it, knowing what it means 
and what it requires us to do. Then Christ- 
mas will be not only a secular festival but 
a Christian Feast, not only a holiday but 
a Holy Day. 


tn 
bj 
Bis 


mental life. All life in the Church is 

sacramental for that matter. Every 
baptized soul which maintains itself in grace 
lives the sacramental life. But the fact that 
a man is anointed by the Holy Ghost as a 
priest of God in the ministry of the Church 
places him in a different category from other 
Christians. 


Y The priestly life is essentially a sacra- 


This has always been recognized in the 
Church of God, as well under the Jewish 
as under the Christian dispensation. There 
is and always has been a separateness that 
attaches to the priest which did not belong 
to him before he received the Sacrament of 
Holy Order. The world itself not only rec- 
ognizes this, but insists upon it, and extends 
this thought of separateness to all ministers 
of religion, whatever their denominational 
allegiance. It demands that they, just be- 
cause they are ministers, shall live on a plane 
different from other men. In Holy Scrip- 
ture this distinction between the priest and 
the layman is repeatedly emphasized. For 
example, Saul’s footmen who accompanied 
him to Nob in his pursuit of David had no 
scruple in slaughtering any number of their 
fellow-Israelites, but they refused the com- 
mand of the king to turn and slay the priests 
of the Lord. They were too well instructed 
in their religion to touch the Lord’s anointed. 


If, then, the priest occupies thus a different 
position from others, what is involved in this 
separateness? It is no caste principle for 
that would be anti-Christian. We all— 
priests and laymen—have one vocation alike, 
that is to love the Lord our God with all 
our heart and soul and mind, and our neigh- 
bour as ourselves, and by this work of love to 
attain to final union with God. This is the 
all-inclusive vocation common to all men, 
The differentiated vocations whether they 
have to do with the life of the laymen or the 
priest, are subsidiary, and instrumental to 
the universal vocation to acquire perfection 
through love to God and to our neighbour. 
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Studies In Priesthood 


By Suirtey C. Hucrson, O. H. C. 


The various vocations are “differences of ad 
ministration but the same Spirit.” 


We purpose to consider four points whic 
will cover all the work which the priest j 
called upon to perform, although as will 
seen these will overlap with responsibilitie 
which involve the layman as well as th 
cleric. But in these four categories of dut 
the priest will find full and complete exercis 
of all his powers and responsibilities. Tha 
are as as follows: / 

1. To make reparation to God for the siri 
of the world. 

2. To carry on the work of sacrifice, praya 
and praise, as representatives of the huma 
race. 

3. To intercede on behalf of men. 

4. To import spiritual strength into th 
Body of Christ for the benefit of his brethre 
on earth. 


These four duties fall into two divisio: 
under the great universal vocation to sex 
and find perfection by loving God with = 
our hearts, and our neighbour as ourselve 
The first two—to make reparation to Ge 
for sin, and to carry on the work of Sacrifia 
prayer and praise as the representativ 
of the brethren—have to do with the lo« 
and service we owe to God. The secoz 
two— the work of intercession, and the pn 
curing of strength for the Church—are t 
expression of love for our fellow-men. Li 
us go on to consider these in detail. | 


First, To make reparation to God for t 
dishonours done to Him by the sins of t 
world. 


| 
| 


| 
i 

In all the world God’s honour is bei 
wounded in a thousand ways. All men, wi 
varying degrees of seriousness, habitua: 
dishonour Him by sin. How few are the 
who seek to offset the habit of sin by 1 
exercise of an equally definite habit of repa 
ing, as best they can, the wrongs He recei¥ 
at the hands of His unfaithful people. I] 
saw a dear friend insulted in a way I coq 
not prevent, the instinct of love would im} 


to some word or act of reparation, to a 
tse which in some way would make up 
him for the wrong done him. My love 
uld fill me with a longing to comfort him 
the assurance that, though others 
rned him, there was one heart that was 


bly Name. The record of the world’s news 
h morning is, in large measure, confined to 
sterday’s dishonour and insult to God. One 
the most hideous effects of the fall is that 
an takes a keen delight in hearing the news 
jevil, in hearing the details of how his loving 
ther is being flouted and insulted. Easily 
e-tenths of the news that we run so eag- 
ly to read every morning, are accounts of 
bd’s dishonour, or of the things which 
ve to do with the wrongs done to Him. 


While they are to have their part in this 
ork of reparation, it is not contemplated 
at the people should here perform the chief 
netion. It was not so under the old 
venant, nor is it meant to be so under the 
=w. In the Temple at Jerusalem while 
e sin-offering which was the great offering 
F reparation, was brought by the people, 
aly by the hands of the priest could it be 
resented on the altar. Likewise is it under 
ne new and eternal covenant. The people 
fave their part in the offering of the Holy 
acrifice of the altar, but only the priest can 
and at the altar and consecrate the Great 
Mffering of the Body and Blood of Christ. 


But this work is not done only in the offer- 
ig of the Eucharistic Sacrifice. The priest 
3; always on duty. This does not mean 
therely that he stands ready to respond to any 
alls to perform his ministry, but that he 
fever acts unofficially. When he prays in 
his own closet, he acts the priest just as truly 
|S when he stands at the altar. In whatever 
he is, in whatever he does, he cannot for 
tyme moment get away from his priesthood. 
The priestly quality enters essentially into 


‘Il his life and action. 
{ 


It is his special office to offset dishonou 
‘vith honour; to balance fervour against in- 
Hifference; love against hate; reverence a- 
wainst scorn and contumely. And it is the 
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priest’s high privilege to do this daily, not 
only as here and there attention may be called 
to a need, but regularly as a part of the 
definitely organized business of his life, to 
give God what is due Him, in measure an 
hundredfold, because others are withholding 
from Him that reverence and love for which 
He longs. It is this what for which He 
yearns, else what meant those words that 
come to us from the psalmist out of the fore- 
shadowing of the deep mystery of His Pass- 
ion,—‘‘For the sorrows I had in my heart, 
thy comforts have refreshed my soul”? 


Any work to be well done must be definite- 
ly done. So must the priest organize in a 
definite manner this great work of reparation. 
We read of crime, of wrongs to men, of 
brutality to women, of heartless cruelty to 
little children. There are the sins of the 
nations, and of those who guide their coun- 
sels. There are plottings of evil, and courses 
of wrong long persevered in; worst of all, 
there is the profound indifference on the part 
of millions to the love of God; until Satan's 
work is crowned and the divine dishonour 
accomplished. The faithful priest should 
keep a list of these, gathering them perhaps 
out of the reading of the morning paper, and 
let the daily, persevering sin of man be par- 
alleled, step by step, by daily persevering 
love ; by acts of praise and adoration, of faith, 
hope, penitence, gratitude, that He may be 
able to reclaim in some measure from the race 
He has redeemed, the homage and service 
that are rightly His. 


There are stated times for intercession, 
stated times for thanksgiving. Each one 
should have also a stated time in the Presence 
of the Most Holy for reparation, comforting 
the Sacred Heart, bringing love for His sor- 
row, and balm for His wounds. There should 
be no stint of time or care in this work, for 
who can plumb the depth of wounded love? 
—and when that love is God’s love, the pathos 
deepens into an awful tragedy that has 
Calvary and the Dying God for its culmin- 
ation. 


We have considered the work of the priest 
in making reparation to God for the offences 
committed against Him by men. We are 
now to go on and consider his work of prayer 


a 
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and praise as the representative of the race. 
This consideration is one which, in a measure, 
includes the others, for in all his Godward 
service the priest is the representative of the 
people. 


God has revealed repeatedly in Scripture 
that it is His will that men give Him an un- 
ceasing service of prayer and praise. But 
that all men should literally “pray without 
ceasing,” is manifestly impossible save in the 
sense that all work done for God is prayer. 
But the liturgical work of prayer is what He 
requires of His creatures, and in order that 
such a ceaseless offering from man be not 
wanting to Him, He himself has ordained a 
method whereby it might be accomplished. 


Under the old covenant God appointed one 
tribe out of Israel which should ever stand 
before Him for the people, offering perpetual 
prayer and praise and sacrifice. The sons 
of Levi were the official prayers of Israel. 
In regular course, in appointed rotation, they 
offered sacrifice and continual worship in the 
temple. 


But it was not for the presenting of the 
material sacrifices at stated times only that 
they were responsible. If we are to judge 
by certain passages, the praise and prayer 
seem to be perennial, there being no hour of 
the day or night when it was not ascending 
up to God. 


One of the most beautiful illustrations of 
this is to be found in the 134th psalm, which 
has for centuries been used by the Church 
at Compline, her final office of prayer for the 
day. This psalm is a call and a response. 
Israel is represented as calling to those priests 
who are taking the night course of prayers 
in his behalf: “Behold, bless ye the Lord, 
all ye servants of the Lord which by night 
stand in the house of the Lord.” He cries, 
“Lift up your hands,” ... not “in the sanc- 
tuary,’ as our English version has it, but 
“toward the sanctuary,” lifting up holy hands 
in supplication towards the Holy of Holies, 
the abiding-place of the divine Presence. 


The people of Israel understood the re- 
lation of the priests in the temple to them. 
They were there as their representatives, 
and the psalm calls to them as such, adjuring 
them to be faithful to the trust reposed in 


-His children. 


| 
| 
them that the God of Israel be not denie ; 
the perpetual worship which He desired fro 
The priests from their pla 
in the house of God make acknowledgme 
of the claim of the people upon them, a 
respond with the words of the priestly bles: 
ing of Numbers 6:24, “Jehovah bless th 
out of Zion, even the maker of heaven am 
earth.” 


It is a law of typology that the fulfilme 
is never a slighter thing than was the typ} 
The worship of the old covenant was the typ 
of that which should be given to God unde 
the new and everlasting covenant of the Me} 
sianic kingdom. The service given to Ga 
in the latter could not be a more casual thiri 
than that which He received in the temp: 
which was but a foreshadowing of richt 
things to come, the worship of the better an 
more perfect tabernacle. 


Therefore in the beginnings of the orga: 
ization of the Christian Church, we find Ge 
calling certain men to constitute a class apaz 
in order to continue the work of lifting 
holy hands in a perpetual sacrifice of prait 
and prayer. 


The peculiar significance of this new pries 
hood is suggested by St. Mark in his accour 
of the ordination of the Twelve (St. Maz 
3:14). He says that our Lord “ordainy 
twelve that they should be with Him.” TI 
word which is translated ordain is poid 
which means to make, to create. That 
our Lord, by the exercise of His divine pov 
er, in ordaining the Church’s priesthoo 
brought into being a new creation, som 
thing that had had no previous existene 
And the expression is the more significa’ 
and powerful for being the only place in t) 
New Testament where this verb is used | 
such a sense. We have the word ordd 
thirteen times in our translation of the Né 
Testament ; but in this place only is the wo 
which means to create used. 


God calls all men to serve Him in one} 
another trade or occupation. Each is set} 
his own appointed place to make his cc 
tribution in order that in the activities of t 
race through the ages the divine purpo 
might be wrought out. The trade to whi 
the priest is called is the continual offeri 


sacrifice and prayer. Nor does he offer 
himself only. Like the Levite of old he 
S a vicarial office. He stands before God 
tinually as the representative of his breth- 
in the world. If the prayer of the priest 
s, God receives not the honour due Him 
His creatures ; and in his laxity the hu- 
n race fails to fulfill the highest office de- 
ed for it, that of offering praise to its 
ator. 


ere enters the consideration of the Mass 

the Divine Office. We find in the 
ords of the Apostolic Church that immedi- 
ly upon receiving the Holy Ghost, the 
istry engaged itself in the daily “break- 
of bread from house to house” (Acts 
), “and in prayers” (verse 42). We 
e in this passage two distinct things men- 
ned,—the Holy Sacrifice of the Eucharist, 
the official devotions which were later 
developed into the system of prayer which 
now speak of as the Divine Office. 


hus we see that there was not a break 
a single day in the exercise of a divinely 
inted priesthood engaged in offering to 
sacrifice and praise. With Pentecost 
d the sending of the Holy Ghost upon the 
urch, the efficacy of the Judaic priesthood 
e to a close; but instantly the Aaronic 
iesthood ceased, the new and everlasting 
iesthood after the order of Melchisedec 
ught up the torch, and the altar fires, ap- 
minted of God to burn continually before 
im, were not allowed for a day to fail. 


Nor was it only in the first fervours of the 
ostolic days that these things were done. 
was, according to some authority, as much 
} ten years later that we read how the work 
/ the Church was conducted at Antioch. 
ere, St. Luke tells us, were certain of the 
-ethren, Saul of Tarsus, Barnabas, Simon 
iger, and others. “As they ministered to 
ie Lord and fasted,” there came to them 
om the Holy Ghost the command, “Separ- 
-e me Barnabas and Saul.” 


Two statements here compel our attention. 
t. Luke tells us that they “ministered.” The 
‘ord he uses is Jeiturgeo, which means to do 
1e service of a priest, or, as we might trans- 
te it, liturgize, or celebrate the liturgy. It 
sa form of the same word that St. Luke uses 
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in his Gospel when he describes the priest 
Zacharias, the father of St. John Baptist, in 
attendance on the duties of sacrifice in the 
temple (St. Luke 1:23). It is also the word 
used by St. Paul and by the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, to describe the priest- 
ly ministrations in the temple. (See Phil. 
2:17; Heb. 8:2 and 6; and 9:21.) 


The second expression is that they min- 
istered, or liturgized, “unto the Lord.’ In 
the mind of St Luke, it was a service of 
honour and worship to God, not primarily 
a ministry to the people, although we can be 
sure that the care of the people had its full 
and proper place. They were engaged in the 
exercise of their duty as official pray-ers and 
praisers of God. 


Thus, from the beginning, the ministry of 
the Church has exercised its daily office for 
the honour of God. So also must it be a- 
mongst us if the Church is going to carry 
on the great work for which the ministry was 
instituted. The priest who neglects his daily 
office, or who does not with regularity and 
frequency, (if not daily, which is the norm 
for which every priest should strive), offer 
the Holy Sacrifice, is failing in his primary 
duty of “ministering unto the Lord” for His 
divine honour. 


Neither the Mass nor the Office is the 
priest’s private concern. The people have to 
be at their various occupations daily, but 
their absence from the house of God does not 
mean that their worship is not to go up to 
God continually. The duty is exact and 
definite. In the temple of old, whether the 
people were able to be at the offering of the 
whole burnt sacrifice in the early morning 
or not, made no difference. The victim was 
slain and laid upon the altar, and the offer- 
ing was that of the whole people of Israel, 
vicariously presented by the appointed priests. 


There may be but two or three devout 
souls, or perhaps only a faithful server, at 
the daily Eucharist, but the Sacrifice is of- 
fered by all the people at the hands of him 
who at that altar is appointed to minister on 
their behalf to the Lord. As in Jerusalem of 
old, the priest stands before God for them. 
The same principle obtains in the daily Of- 
fices, whether said in Church or privately. 
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He is fulfilling his vicarious ministry, act- 
ing as the agent of the people towards God, 
just as when he is ministering directly to 
them he acts as the agent of God towards 
the people. 


These two considerations cover the vic- 
arious work of the priest for the glory of 
God as the divinely appointed representative 
of the people. We are now to think of the 
work for the benefit of those whom God has 
* committed to his pastoral care. The first of 
our considerations here is the duty that lies 
upon the priest to intercede on behalf of men. 


As the officially appointed intercessor on 
earth for his brethren, the priest is, (1), a 
messenger despatched from men to bring 
them help from heaven. Men expect and 
demand his prayers. The priesthood lives 
by the altar. It is supported by the alms of 
the faithful, who thereby purchase rights in 
his prayers, and they are robbed of what is 
their just due in their dire need if the priest 
fails to pray for them,—a robbery for which 
God will hold him to a strict account. 


(2) The priest is an ambassador entrusted 
with the delicate mission of averting the 
stroke of the divine wrath which men have 
merited by their sins. This point is made 
little of in our day, although in Holy Scrip- 
ture again and again this aspect is set forth 
in the clearest manner. 


The psalmist narrates how when Israel 
forgot God, “He said He would have des- 
troyed them had not Moses His chosen stood 
before Him in the gap to turn away His 
wrathful indignation” (Ps. 106:23) ; and in 
Exodus 32:10, we read that on the occasion 
referred to by the psalmist, God cried out a- 
gainst Moses as He pleaded for the people: 
“Let me alone that my wrath may wax hot 
against them.” St. Augustine, commenting 
on this passage assures us that prayer does 
indeed hinder the effects of the divine anger, 
that it can not only force the hand of His 
mercy, but also stay the arm of His wrath. 


Further the Scripture declares that God 
expects this holy audacity on the part of 
those whom He has called to a life of prayer. 
Indeed, He not only expects it, but He won- 
ders when none thus set themselves against 
Him. The prophet cries, “He saw that there 


was no man, and wondered that there was 
no intercessor” (Isa. 59:16). 


~ More marvelous still, He not only won 
ders that none should in prayer strive agains 
Him, but He Himself goes forth to seek such 
an one, solicitous with the solicitude of in 
finite love, that He might find some right) 
eous ground for withholding His threatene« 
judgment. “I sought for man among them, 
He says, “who should make up the hedge 
and stand in the gap before me for the lane 
that I should not destroy it” (Ezek. 22 :30)) 


The divine anxiety is seeking through th 
world for men to stir themselves up and te 
hold of Him in the strong wrestling of prayex 
and yet, alas, there are priests whom He ha 
set in the gap against Himself, who deser 
their post, who entertain themselves. wit 
selfish or worldly activities, and are weary 
they have to spend one hour in the gag 
watching in prayer before the Most Holy c: ci 
behalf of their people. 


(3) In his appointed office as intercessow 
the priest.is to plead for the world’s salvation 
not only in formal petition, but by the pows 
of the holiness of his own life. One # 
lustration from Scriptures will suffice to she 
the principle involved in this. When Get 
would destroy Sodom, and Abraham stoot 
before Him in the gap to turn away H> 
wrathful indignation, God agreed that | 
ten righteous men were found in the citi 
He would not destroy it for ten’s sak’ 
But not even ten were found. Had theé 
been ten, they would have known nothing | 
the impending wrath; they could not haz 
pleaded against the judgment, and yet tli 
silent power of their lives, unknown to ther! 
selves, would have wrought the Savi 
their people. 


The fourth great end of the work of ti 
priest is to import strength into the Body \j 
Christ, the Church. He prays strength inf 
the Church. His intercessions reach up 
God, and seizing upon grace and pow# 
bring them down to earth for the edificati 
of the Body of Christ. But it is not only 
intercession that he accomplishes this gré 
end. Every movement whatsoever of t 
will by which he communicates with Gé 
adds to his own spiritual power, and w 


dded to him is added to the Church, be- 
se he is a member of that Church, and 
}}One member be honoured, all the members 
ice with it” (1 Cor. 12:26). 

Sf. good Communion this morning, a little 
of humble seli-sacrifice today, strengthens 
the individual only; because of this act 


the soul of the priest is the peculiar 
nnel through which that power is poured. 
is to consider what he owes to his breth- 
a, struggling with the evil that is in the 
Nrld; he is to consider with what ease the 
Migation can be discharged if he is but faith- 
@ Humbly he is to have ever before him 


ae 
x 


dh 


di ian Ds 


Notes 


Father Superior \eft Saint Andrew’s 
thool early in November and then went 
it to California where he made his annual 
isitation at Mount Calvary Priory until 
e end of the month. We are sure that in 
dition to his regular duties that Father 
fiedemann found other work for him in 
reaching and conducting retreats. 


Father Turkington as director of the 
Pasty of the Oblates of Mount Calvary 
ok part in their annual pre-Advent con- 
rence which was held at Saint Luke’s 
hapel, Hudson Street, New York. On 
aint Katharine’s Day, the assistant superior 
‘ceived the junior vows of Sister Mary 
lichael, O. S. H., at the Newburgh Con- 
2nt; and on the last Sunday in the month 
reached at Saint Paul’s Church, Doyles- 
wn, Pennsylvania. 

Bishop Campbell has been assisting in the 
iocese of New Jersey with confirmations 
ter the illness and subsequent death of 
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the immense honour God does him that he 
should be called to be the consecrated chan- 
nel through which flow daily (if indeed he 
is faithful), the streams of grace for the re- 
freshing of His Holy Church throughout 
the world! 


Such is the glory of the priestly life, that 
the humblest of men become “other Christs,” 
appointed of God to ascend into heaven to 
receive gifts for men; to bring back from the 
treasure-house of divine merit, grace and 
power for the sanctification of mankind. 
Who, being made partaker of so magnificent 
a responsibility, will fail the loving God who 
thus delights to honour him? 


NSS se Wie? Ot 


3ishop Gardner. In addition to these duties, 
he preached one Sunday at Saint George’s 
Church, Newburgh, New York. 

Father Packard as director of the Sem- 
inarists Associate made his rounds of the 
seminaries of the Church in the east and 
middle west. At the end of the month he 
gave a mission at Saint Michael’s Church, 
Brattleboro, Vermont. 

Father Adams conducted a quiet day at 
Grace Church, Millbrook, New York: 
preached a mission at Saint Simon’s Church, 
New Rochelle, New York; and preached a 
sermon at the Church of the Ascension, 
Rochester, New York. 

Father Gunn gave a lecture at Nashotah 
House ; conducted a school of prayer at Saint 
John’s Church, Shenandoah, Iowa; preached 
a mission at Saint Giles’ Church, North- 
brook, Illinois; and conducted a meditation 
for a group of the Oblates of Mount Calvary 
of the Chicago-Milwaukee area at their pre- 
Advent conference which was held at De- 
Koven Institute, Racine, Wisconsin. 
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Newburgh Notes 


October and November in Newburgh of- 
fered ample proof of the fact that there’s 
never a dull moment in a convent. On Octo- 
ber 4th Sister Jean made her Life Profession 
during Solemn High Mass at St. George’s 
Church, Newburgh. Bishop Campbell was 
Celebrant, Father Kroll, Deacon, and Father 
Turkington, Sub-Deacon, with Father Ad- 
ams, Father Gunn, and Brother James as 
servers. A good deal of breath-holding (and 
praying) ensued when the station wagon 
carrying THE Sister to church decided to 
quit, until it was discovered that the gas 
indicator wasn’t functioning, and the tank 
was merely empty. Thanks to our “caravan” 
of friends, all the occupants arrived on time. 
Many who were present at the service re- 
turned to the convent for a buffet luncheon 
on the terrace. It was grand to be able to 
share the’ joy of a Profession with them. 
Sister Ignatia was on hand to represent the 
Versailles convent, and stayed on through 
October as Sister-in-Charge during Sister 
Josephine’s absence. On the 7th Sister 
Josephine left for South Carolina, where she 
conducted quiet days and gave addresses in 
Allendale, Charleston, Beaufort, Bluffton, 
Summerville, and Ft. Motte. After a visit 
with her family, she spent the last week in 
October in Versailles, and arrived back at 
the Mother House in time for the clothing 
of a Novice on November 6th. 


Sister Mary Michael, who taught for two 
years at the Holy Cross Liberian Mission 
before entering our Order, showed slides 
of the Mission to St. George’s Evening 
Guild on October 12th. On the 14th, Sister 
Mary Florence, Secretary of the Advisory 
Council of the Conference on the Religious 
Life, attended a Council meeting at the House 
of the Redeemer, N. Y. C. 


Our Sunday School classes are in full 
swing at St. George’s and St. Thomas’, New 
Windsor. <A Sister is also assisting with 
released-time instruction at St. Andrew’s 
Beacon. At a recent nursey-kindergarten 
session, the teacher asked, ‘‘What Saint did 


Several to} 
Francis, 


we talk about last Sunday?” 
proudly piped up with “St. 


1" 


Sissy ! 


Convent classes are also well under wa) 
Bishop Campbell is conducting Greek lessor 
for several Sisters, and the Novitiate is r} 
ceiving instruction in Dogmatic Theolog; 
Church History, and the Religious Life fro} 
Father Carruthers, Father Tongue, an 
Sister Josephine, respectively. Guests ari 
parish visiting continue to occupy importa; 
places on the agenda. 


To add to our countless reasons ‘fi 
Thanksgiving on November 25th, Sist 
Mary Michael made her Junior Professis 
on this seventieth anniversary of Fathi 
Founder’s Life Profession. 


Versailles Notes 


The most important event of October wi 
the visitation of our new Father Superie 
We looked forward eagerly to October 
when he was scheduled to arrive. T- 
weather was lovely, and everything seemed: 
perfect readiness. 


A few days before the sixteenth an ef 
demic of acute enteritis laid us low in lo« 
rows. Eighteen were sick the first mornit 
a Sunday. Those who were well turned | 
and waited upon the stricken. They ma 
ned mops and buckets—the first necessity’ 
and from this disagreeable task they did r 
shrink; they washed sheets and pajami 
carried the “juice” the sick ones tried | 
swallow, doled out medicine every thir 
minutes, cleaned rooms, made beds, and fill 
hot water bottles. Then they did their o} 
jobs, for some minumum of housekeep: 
had to go on . On that first morning | 
sisters put on their blue aprons and huer} 
over to school after Terce to help with jo 
but it was hard to find any that had not A 
taken care of. There was plenty of nurs} 
to do, however. 


The next day the score was twenty- th 
then twenty-seven. By this time every ro} 
had its huddled form on the bed, white f 
peering out between the sheets. | 


| 


e telephoned the Father Superior and 
Messed our plight. He decided to come 
way, and take his chances on sharing our 
#ness. 


>y the week’s end all but three of the chil- 
had been ill, some of them very ill, and 
Pfaculty began to suffer in their turn, less 
gently, but with drab misery. 


eful and convalescent. It was a great 
to see cheerful and normally pink faces 
in at job assembly on Monday the eigh- 
mth. We celebrated our recovery, and 
% feast of St. Luke the physician, by giving 
} school a half holiday and sending the chil- 
jn to the movies to see “Gone With the 
nd”. They really had earned a treat. 


Wfather Superior gave a School of Prayer 
§ the students during his visit, did duty 
haplain and Christian Doctrine teacher 
he place of sick staff members, gave a day’s 
eat for the Sisters, and got the new tape 
#order set up and in working order. 


Sister Josephine arrived on the twenty- 
t from her missions in South Carolina, and 
enjoyed her visit so much. She and Sis- 
Rachel met with the Louisville Associ- 
s on October 29, and on the afternoon of 
- same day had a meeting with the members 
éthe Guild of St. Helena. 


Sister Frances spoke at a meeting of the 
mssical League in Frankfort in October, 
#1 later in the month gave a series of talks 
the work of the Order at Bristol, Virginia, 
‘Emmanuel Church there, and the Canter- 
ry Clubs of Sullins College and Virginia 
‘ermont. Sister Rachel spoke on the work 
the Sisters at St. Mary’s Church, Asheville, 
»rth Carolina, in November. 


The fall term at school included, besides 
‘epidemic, the Senior week-end at Butler’s 
rk, the Blue-White team initiation, the 
ckey season and tournament, The Hallow- 
n Party, an informal dance, and the an- 
al Guild project of collecting, blessing and 
tributing Thanksgiving baskets. 


The Juniors are sponsoring a drive to raise 
ids for a new Chapel. They are offering 
vices such as baby-sitting to parents in 
r neighborhood and at the parish Church 
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during the late service on Sunday mornings. 
Their hard and genuinely useful work for 
others has not only brought in some cash but 
has stimulated interest and resulted in many 
gifts, steadily raising the total. *Our goal is 
$80,000. We have received $12,000 so far. 
The plans for the Chapel are being made by 
Mr. Ward Sterling, Sister Jeannette’s bro- 
ther. They provide for a spacious and digni- 
fied, but unpretentious building in which the 
outward worship of God can be carried out 
much more beautifully than is possible in our 
crowded basement Chapel. Much as we love 
our present little Chapel, we look forward to 
the day when the new one can be begun. 
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WHERE WE ARE 


The public generally wants to know where 
members of the Order are located. Some- 
times when we are on missions, a lady will 
come up and ask in a hushed tone if Father 
So-and-so is “still with you,” meaning of 
course, “Ts he still alive.” Usually the father 
in question is very much in the land of the 
living. Our readers can find out for them- 
selves now where the various members of 
the Order are living at present, but we do 
not guarantee that this list will remain ac- 
curate for more than a few months. At the 
same time we do not promise that we are 
going to give a new list every time a member 
is transferred from one house to another. 
If you want the address, it can be had much 
quicker by looking at the directory at the 
back of the magazine than writing in to Holy 
Cross. 


HOLY CROSS MONASTERY 
West Park,N. Y. 
Fr. Kroll, Superior. 


Fr. Turkington, Assistant Superior. 
Bishop Campbell, Novice Master. 


-Fr. Hawkins. 


Fr. Harrison. 
Fr. Whittemore 


Fr. Harris. 

Fr. Parker. 

Br. George. 

Fr. Packard. 

Fr. Adams. 

Fr. Gunn. 

Fr. Stevens. 

Junior Professed. 

Br. James. 


SAINT ANDREW’S, Tennessee 
Fr. Spencer, Prior. 
Fr. Whitall. 
Fr. Taylor. 
Br. Dominic. 


Junior Professed 
Br. Michael. 


LIBERIAN MISSION, Bolahun 
Fr. Parsell, Prior 
Fr. Bessom. 
Fr, Atkinson (previously known to some ! 
you as Br. Sydney.) 
Br. Gill. 


MOUNT CALVARY PRIORY, 


Santa Barbara, California 


Fr. Tiedemann, Prior. 
Fr. Baldwin. 

Fr, Bicknell. 

Fr, Terry. 


Current Appointments 
Father Superior will conduct a retreat t 
the House of the Redeemer, New York Ci! 
December 3-5; and will give the sisters thi 
pre-Christmas retreat at the Convent of Sai 
Helena, Newburgh, New York. 


Bishop Campbell will continue to ass 
with confirmation in the Diocese of N» 
Jersey during the first part of the moni 
and will give one day retreats for the Cc‘ 
munity of Saint Mary at their cone 
Peekskill and Bayside, oe Island, Dece' 
ber 5 and’7. ! 


Father Gunn will conduct the pre-Chri 
mas retreat for the community at the mj 


astery at West Park on December 22. | 
| 
Brother James will conduct a mission | 


young people at Christ Church, Rye, N 
York, December 5-11. | 
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n Ordo of Worship and Intercession Dee. 1954 - Jan. 1955 


Thursday V Mass of Advent iii col 2) Advent i 3) of St. Mary—for the Community of Saint Mary 


eo Friday V Proper Mass col 2) Advent i 3) of St. Mary—for the Confraternity of the Love of 
0 


Ember Saturday V Proper Mass col 2) Advent i 3) of St. Mary—for the seminaries of the Church 
4th Sunday in Advent Semidouble V col 2) Advent i 3) of St. Mary—for the conversion of sinners 
Vigil of St. Thomas V col 2) Advent i 3) of St. Mary—for the Order of Saint Helena 


& Thomas Apostle Double II Cl R gl col 2) Advent i cr pref of Apostles—for all in doubt and per- 
plexity 


Wednesday V Mass of Advent iv col 2) Advent i 3) of St. Mary—for Saint Andrew’s School 
Thursday V Mass as on December 22—for the Servants of Christ the King 
Christmas Eve V col 2) Advent i Gradual without Alleluia—for the peace of the world 


Christmas Day Double I Cl W gl er pref of Christmas till Epiphany unless otherwise directed at third 
Mass LG of Epiphany—thanksgiving for the Incarnation 


St. Stephen M Double II Cl R gl col 2) Christmas cr—for deacons 
St. John Ap Ey Double II Cl W gl col 2) Christmas cr—for the Society of Saint John the Evangelist 
Holy Innocents MM Double II Cl V col 2) Christmas Gradual (without Alleluia) and Tract er—for 


children in institutions 
St. Thomas of Canterbury BM Double R gl col 2) Christmas cr—for the Priests Associate 


Within the Octave Semidouble W Mass of Sunday after Christmas gl col 2) Christmas cr—for the 
Seminarists Associate 


1 St. Sylvester BC Double W gl col 2) Christmas cr—for the bishops of the Church 


anuary | Circumcision of Christ Double II Cl gl col 2) Christmas er—for renewed dedication to God 


2 2nd Sunday after Christmas Semidouble W gl col 2) Octave of St. Stephen 3) of St. Mary cr—for 
the rural work of the Church 


3 Octave of St. John Simple W gl col 2) of St. Mary 3) for the Church or Bishop pref of Apostles 
—for the Oblates of Mount Calvary 


4 Octave of Holy Innocents Simple R gl col 2) of St. Mary 3) for the Church or Bishop Gradual and Al- 
leluia—for the Companions of the Order of the Holy Cross 


5 Vigil of the Epiphany Semidouble W gl col 2) of St. Mary 3) for the Church or Bishop er—for the 
Confraternity of the Christian Life 


Epiphany of Christ Double I Cl gl cr pref of Epiphany through Octave—for the Liberian Mission 


Within the Octave Semidouble W gl col 2) of St. Mary 3) for the Church os Bishop cr—for the re- 
union of Christendom 


8 Within the Octave Semidouble W Mass as on January 7—for chaplains in the armed services 
9 Ist Sunday after Epiphany Semidouble W gl col 2) Epiphany cr—for Christian family life 


10 Within the Octave Semidouble W gl col 2) St. Paul Hermit 3) of St. Mary er—for vocations to the 
religious life 


u Within the Octave Semidouble W Mass as on January 7—for the persecuted 
12 Within the Octave Semidouble W Mass as on January 7—for the Holy Cross Press 
13 Octave of the Epiphany Gr Double gl cr—for the American Church Union 
14 St. Hilary BCD Double W gl col 2) St. Felix M cr—for Church theologians 


15 Of St. Mary Simple W gl col 2) of the Holy Spirit 3) for the Church or Bishop pref BVM (Vener- 
ation)—for Mount Calvary Priory 


16 2nd Sunday after Epiphany Semidouble G gl col 2) of St. Mary 3) for the Church or Bishop cr 
pref of Trinity—for catechumens and hearers 
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Index For 1954, Vol. LXV 


Adams, Kenneth L., May, 145. 

Adams, V. L., Feb., 53. 

Adamson, Robert W., Nov., 325. 

Against Being Covetous, May, 137. 

Against Being Skeptical, Sept., 259. 

Ash Wednesday Rites, The, Feb., 35. 
Atkinson, Sydney, Jan. 9; Feb., 44; Mar., 79. 
Augustine, Saint, June, 179. 

Augustinian Catena, Oct., 310; Dec., 365 


Baldwin, John S., May, 142; Aug., 243. 

Belief and Action, Mar., 76. 

Benedicite, June, 166. 

Bicknell, Herbert S., Apr., 105. 

Big Difference, The, Aug., 243. 

Blue Spruces, May, 140. 

Book Reviews, Jan., 23; Mar., 87; May, 146; 
June, 181; July, 215; Aug., 244; Sept., 
286. 

Brethren, The, Apr., 114. 


Campbell, Rt. Rev. Robert E., Mar., 67; 
May, 131; July, 206. 

Catholic Remedy for Delinquency and Law- 
lessness, Apr., 107. 

Christian and the Novel, The, Sept., 262; 
Oct:; 295, 

Count it All Joy, July, 195; Aug., 231. 

Crucifixion, The., Apr., 99. 

Current Appointments, Jan., 27; Feb., 60; 
Mar., 91 ; Apr., 123; May, 156; June, 188; 
qulyy220 = urs econ oent.esot.. Oct; 
315; Nov., 348; Dec., 382 


Daney, Isabel S., Mar., 86. 

Devil Goes to Matins, The, Mar., 84. 

Devoutly Kneeling, Jan., 7; Feb., 39; Mar., 
71; Apr., 106; May, 138 

Divine Office, The, Jan., 14. 

Does God Make Us Suffer ?, Jan., 6. 

Drama of the Eucharist, The, June, 163. 

Dream of the Rood, The, Oct., 305. 


Eirenicism and the Anglican Catholic, Feb., 
38. 

Episodes in the Passion, Mar., 70. 

Environment of the Reformation, The, Jan., 


9; Feb., 44; Mar., 79. 


Faith and Reality, Jan., 3. 

Five Minute Sermon, Feb., 53; Mar., 82 
Apr., 105; May, 142; Nov., 343; Dec., 37: 

From All Thy Sins, Sept., 273. 


Greeting to our Readers, Jan., 25, 
Gunn, Julien, July, 201. 


Harris, W. E., June, 168. 

Herbert, George, Mar., 81. 

Hope of Glory, The, Oct., 308. y, 

Houghton, "H. Pe -(ir jy Ock, See 

Howard, Dorothy, Oct., 312. 

Hughson, S. C., Jan., 14; Mar., 76; Sept 
269 ; Oct., 302 ; Dec., 374 

Huntington, J. O. S., Jan., 3; May, Ey 
Sept., 259; Nov., 343; Dec., 372 


“T Will Offer Mass for You . 
Ignatia, Sister, Apr., 117. 
Incarnation, The, Dec., 358 
Intermediate State, The, Nov., 323. 
Invisible Man, The, May, 145. 


_. , )aae 


James, Brother, Mar., 82. 

Jesus Christ—The One Mediator, Aug., 22; 
Johnson, Wright R., Feb., 55. 

Jubilee at Holy Cross, May, 131. 


Kates, F. W., Sept., 278; Oct., 291. 
Kemble, John H., Nov., 346. 

King, Edward B., Jan., 21. 
Knowledge of God, Sept., 278. 
Kroll, Leopold, June, 163; Dec., 355 


Layman’s Impression of Mount Calvary, 4 
Nov., 346. 
Lent, Mar., 81. 


Mail Animal, The, June, 178. 

Malgre Tout, Aug., 237. 

Moral Structure of the Universe, The, Oc 
291. 

Morgan, James H., June, 172. 

Mount Calvary, July, 209. 

Mount Calvary Priory, Apr., 119. 


es, Jan., 26; Feb., 59; Mar., 90; Apr., 
122; May, 156; June, 188: July, 220; 
Aug., 251; Sept., 284: Oct., 315; Nov., 
348; Dec., 379 

otes from Mount Calvary, Feb., 58. 

ote on the History of the Rule of the Order 
of the Holy Cross, A, Nov., 344. 


ffertory, Mar., 86. 

ce upon a Time, Dec., 355 

rder of Saint Helena, Feb., 56; Apr., 121; 
June, 187 ; Aug., 249; Oct., 313; Dec., 380 


ace, Robert, Aug., 227. 

ackard, A. A., May, 143; June, 166. 

arish Bulletin Potentialities, Oct., 312. 
arsell, Joseph, Nov., 344. 

ath to the River, A, July, 206. 

erfect Love Casteth Out Fear, June, 168. 
Eerie, J. C., Nov., 323. 

ilgrim, John (pseud.), Apr., 114; Aug., 
240. 


orter, H. Boone, Jr., Feb., 35. 

rinciples of Spiritual Progress, Oct., 302. 
rocess of Sin, The, Sept., 269. 

rofession Portrait; The Reverend James 
Otis Sargent Huntington, Nov., 325. 
usey, E. B., Dec., 358 


esurrection Power, May, 133. 


aint Andrew’s, July, 208. 
shepherds and Magi, Jan., 21. 
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Slate, Ines, July, 195; Aug., 231. 
Spencer, H. B., July, 208. 
Stevens, Lee, Jan., 19. 

Stone, Elaine, May, 140. 
Studies in Priesthood, Dec., 374 


Talmage, Anne T., Jan:, 7; Feb.,-39; Mar., 
71; Apr., 106; May, 138. 

Thy Faith Hath Made Thee Whole, Apr., 
LZ: 

Tiedemanm, Karl, July., 212. 

Torch That Shines, The, July, 212. 

Turkington, W. R. D., Apr., 119. 


Unity of the Spirit, The, June, 176. 
Unsentimental Bishop, The, July, 201. 


Van Roden, E. LeRoy, Apr., 107. 
Vernon, Frank, Oct., 308. 
Victory of Faith, The, June, 172. 
Vision, The, Aug., 240. 


Watmough, David A., Feb., 38; Aug., 237; 
Sept. 202% Octs, 299. 

Week of Prayer for the Unity of All Christ- 
ans, Jat, 20. 

What Is a School of Prayer, May, 143. 

What Is It?, Mar., 67. 

Whittemore, Alan, Mar., 70; Apr., 99; 
May, 133. 

Wilkens, John R., Jan., 6. 

Woman’s Devotional Life, A, Feb., 55. 
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Bote is Press Notes . aes 


PLEASE USEIT. The subscription blank 
which you will find inserted in this copy is 
for New Gift Subscriptions and we urge you 
to fill it in and mail it today—without fail. 
Why not do it right now? These New Gift 
subscriptions will begin with the January is- 
sue, and we will send a Christmas announce- 
ment card just before Christmas. 


OPEN COMMUNION. This is the title 
of a Tract by Edward N. Perkins, President, 
of the National Guild of Churchmen. It is 
published by the Guild, and you may get a 
copy by writing 145 West 46th Street, New 
Mork, 36, Nw Y. 


ADVERTISERS. The Church Pension 
Fund has some new copy in this issue, and 
we hope that you will read it. Note the new 
ad for The Catholic Home Guild. For Cru- 
cifixes and Statues you will find an excellent 
line carried by Margaret’s Shop, 25 Nor- 
wood Ave., Asheville, N. C. A member- 
ship in the Ereronal Book Club would make 
a fine Christmas gift. 


Muriel O USvCOMMUNITIES 

Our publication Religious Communities in 
the Episcopal Church is temporarily out-of- 
print, but right after the holidays we will 
begin work on a revised edition. The editor- 
ial work will be handled by the Poor Clares. 
They did a similar job on the original edition. 
Publication date will be announced in this 
magazine. 


COWLEY. Recently we had occasion to 
advise a young priest to write to the Cowley 
Fathers, and were mildly startled to have 
him say, “Who are the Cowley Fathers, and 
what is their address?” They are, of course, 


the Society of Saint John the Evangelis 
Their Mother House is at Cowley, Oxforc 
but the American Society is at 980 Memori: 
Drive, Cambridge, 38, Mass. They publis 
a Quarterly Magazine (Cowley) and man 
excellent Tracts. 


PRIESTHOOD. Weare planning to pul 
lish a book on the Priesthood, probably i 
the Spring of .1955.-— 


THE INVISIBLE MAN. This is the fit 
of an article published in a recent issue of ot 
magazine. Several clergy wrote in askin 
permission to re-print in their parish bull 
tins. We do seem to ring the bell now an 
again. 


PARTLY PRINTED. We have receive 
some sample copies of “Our Church Times 
which is a partly-printed parish paper pu! 
lished by The Anglican Press, 1600 Bryai 
Amarillo, Texas. It is a four-page form: 
11 x 8-1/2 inches very neatly printed, ar 
with some line drawings. The back page 
left blank for notes, to be mimeographe 
locally. Some of the features are a Cros 
word puzzle, a Quiz on Church teachin 
Church Symbols, Church Dictionary, and tl 
articles seem to contain simple and sour 
teaching. For details, write direct to An: 
lican Press. 


GREETINGS. We take this opportuhi 
to express the hope that you are having’ 


profitable Advent, and that you will ha 
a truly Merry Christmas. 
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